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IMPORTANT ADDRESSES & PHONE NUMBERS

Alpine Baptist Church,
692 7 Mile Rd., Comstock Park, MI 49321
Phone: 616-784-1331, Fax: 616-784-1797

Email: office@alpinebaptist.com

Pastor Compton: 887-2308 (home)

Pastor Florida: 647-4349 (home)

Lisa Sterkenburg (Wedding Coordinator): 735-4054 (home)
334.9820 (cell)

Gloria DeJonge (Organist & Organ Coordinator): 364-0407

NOTES AND QUESTIONS
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Food for Wedding Party:

You may want to have snacks and drinks available to the wedding
party the day of the wedding for between pictures and the ceremony.
It will be a long day with getting ready (hair and make-up) and tak-
ing pictures. You and the wedding party may be going for hours
without eating and that could lead to upset stomachs or worse.

If you are having a snack or drink available, you will want to choose
food that is not messy, greasy or crumbly and drinks without added
dyes or coloring as drips or spills could ruin clothes and will defi-
nitely add unnecessary stress to your day.

Pictures:

Plan on pictures taking longer than you think, especially if small
children are involved and plan accordingly with your photographer.
Consider having people arrive in shifts for photos with small chil-
dren last.

If you want to take all your pictures before the ceremony, consider
having a short, private time available for the groom to see the bride
for the first time.

Small Children:

Consider having someone sitting down front to care for small chil-
dren in the wedding party in case they get tired of standing up front.
Having non-messy candy (ie: Smarties) or something to color will
help keep them occupied and quiet during the ceremony.

If a lot of time will pass between pictures and the ceremony, you
may consider having small children change out of their wedding
attire to keep them clean and wrinkle-free.

You may want to consider hiring 2-3 nursery workers for babies and
small children. That way parents can enjoy the wedding and you
won’t have babies crying during your ceremony. Be sure and note
that a nursery is available on your announcement or program.

Things to bring:

Alpine Baptist Church

Iron and ironing board for last minute touch-ups.
Safety and straight pins.
Extra panty hose.
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Congratulations!

You have chosen to begin one of the most important relationships of your
life in being united as husband and wife. This is a sacred covenant be-
tween a man and a woman, which has been ordained by God. Eatly in the
Scriptures, we read God’s design was for a “man to leave his father and
mother and be united to his wife”, as they “become one flesh” (Genesis

2:24).

Your actual wedding ceremony in an important step in you union together
as husband and wife. This is not just a legal occasion to be married, nor it
is just a time for the gathering of family and friends; and, it is not done in
the church just because it is a nice place for pictures and a gathering of
people. It is far more than this. The wedding ceremony is a sacred occa-
sion which brings you together. It is a time of celebration and joy!

The wedding ceremony is a portrayal of the believer’s relationship with
Christ. As the church is called the Bride of Christ and presented to Him
spotless, having been cleansed through the blood of Christ which was shed
on the cross, so the bride is presented to her Groom (Ephesians 5:27;
Revelation 21:9). As the church is united with Christ for eternity, so the
bride and groom are united together as long as they shall live.

In the week and months to come you will be making many plans and ar-
rangements for this special day. I encourage you to enjoy it! This is a spe-
cial time for the two of you, and your families, to prepare and enjoy the
coming celebration. Although there are many details to consider and tasks
to complete, never lose sight of the most important part of this day. You
are getting married to each other and you have an opportunity before fam-
ily and friends to be a testimony for Jesus Christ.

During this time, if there is anything that I or any member of the Alpine
Baptist church staff can do to assist you, please do not hesitate to ask. We
want to do what we can to make this a memorable day, honoring our
Lord.

Pastor Comptow
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1. Couple calls to reserve church:

» Date is checked against church calendar and confirmed
available
Couple is given Wedding Booklet to read and fill out and
return Application at first meeting
Choice of Pastor to perform ceremony is noted
Pastor is contacted to check his schedule
Meeting is set up between Pastor and couple; counseling
sessions are set up during this time
Notice is given to custodian of date for wedding

vV VYVV V

N

Meeting is set up with Wedding Coordinator two weeks after
packet received:
» Turn in Application; go over booklet and answer ques-
tions
» Deposits are due (if required)
» Tour of facilities is given if needed
» Rest of meetings with WC set up

3. Three months before wedding:
» Meeting or phone call with Coordinator to check on ques-
tions or concerns

4. Two months before wedding:
» Coordinator will call to check on questions or concerns

5. One month before wedding:
» Coordinator will call to check on questions or concerns

6. One week before wedding:
» Coordinator will call to check on need for access to build-
ing for decorating

7. One day before wedding:

» Coordinator & Pastor will meet with Wedding Party at the
church for rehearsal
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Dimensions of the Auditorium:

Far Left Outside Aisle:
> 9 Rows of Pews

Far Left Aisle:
» 9 Rows of Pews on left side
» 13 Rows of Pews on right side
» 46 from front step to back wall

Middle Aisle:

> 10 Rows of Pews on left side w/ additional 3 shorter and

set in at angle from aisle

9 Rows of Pews on right side

8%’ from front step to first pew

38’ from front step to 10" pew on left side

10’ from 10" pew on left side to back doors
Total aisle from front step to back doors is 48’

VVYVYVYV

Far Right Aisle:
» 7 Rows of Pews on left side
» 6 Rows of Pews on right side
» 31% from front step to back wall

Far Right Outside Aisle:
» 6 Rows of Pews

Dimensions of the Auditorium Platform:

» 8'8"W x 25'L (does not include choir loft area)
» 4 steps leading up

Alpine Baptist Church
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Purpose for Guidelines

1.

2.

3.

4.

To help those of our fellowship to adequately prepare for
marriage by understanding God's plan for their lives.

To help those of our community to understand the
importance of obedience to parents, to God and to the state.
To provide counseling that will provide a biblical foundation
for marriage and family.

To plan a wedding ceremony that will glorify God and be a
blessing to those who participate and observe.

Policy Guidelines

1.

All public weddings at Alpine Immanuel Baptist Church shall
be approved by the pastor and deacons. The following
standards must be met:

a. The groom and bride shall give a written testimony of
their faith in Jesus Christ for salvation.

b. At least one shall be a member at Alpine Immanuel
Baptist Church; exceptions may be made for unique
circumstances (example: missionaries' children).

C. The groom and bride should have the approval of their
parents.

d. The couple being married must be obedient to the laws
of the State of Michigan.

€. No wedding will be performed at Alpine Immanuel
Baptist Church in which the participating groom and/or
bride has been divorced.

2. The couple must be willing to participate in premarital

counseling sessions with the pastor. The pastor reserves
the right to express at the end of counseling sessions the
following:

e the couple is not adequately prepared for marriage

e the couple should wait before considering marriage

o the couple should not consider marriage
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3. No one will be allowed to participate in any rehearsal or

wedding who is under the influence of alcoholic beverages
or drugs. No wedding will be performed at the church when
alcoholic beverages are served at the reception, even if the
reception is at a different location.

There is no fee for use of the building if the groom and/or
bride is a member.

If neither are members: The fee for use of the auditorium
is $400 (includes fee for sound technician & custodian); the
fee for use of the fellowship hall is $250 (includes fee for
custodian; this does not include cleaning the kitchen; see
#11). A $100 deposit is required in advance to reserve the
date on the church calendar. The balance is required prior
to the wedding day.

The groom and bride are responsible for securing their own
musicians.

The groom and bride are responsible for hiring/contacting
an ABC approved Sound Technician to run the sound board
during the ceremony and/or reception. For members, the
fee is at your discretion. For non-members, they will be
paid out of the auditorium fee. A list of available techs is
below:

e Dave Sterkenburg ~ 735-4054

o Kendra Prillwitz ~ 647-9247

. No smoking, dancing or alcohol is permitted on the church

property.

. All music and conduct, including any practical jokes, should

be in good taste and reflect a positive Christian testimony.

. No furniture, literature or other items are to be relocated

unless permission is received from the Wedding Coordinator
It is your responsibility to return items to their proper places.

10. You, or your caterer, are responsible to provide all plates,
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Musicians

Gloria DeJonge ~ Organ ~ 364-0407 (H)

Sarah Pitts ~ Piano ~ 887-7257

Phil & Mayra Muston ~ Vocalists ~
887-9088 (H)

Mike & Jean Lockard ~ Vocalists ~
887-9526 (H)

Sound Techs

Dave Sterkenburg ~ 735-4054 (H)
Kendra Prillwitz ~ 647-9247 (H)

PowerPoint Techs

Lisa Sterkenburg ~ 334-9820 (C)
Jan Huffman ~ 784-3191 (H)
Steve Bristol ~ 784.3240 (H) 706.0507 (C)

You may use your own musicians, if you prefer.

In order to protect our expensive instruments, if you are using an
organist not on our list, he or she needs to contact Gloria De-
Jonge (364-0407) to set up a meeting the week before the wed-
ding to go over the organ and it's rules and the key to unlock it. If
you do not contact Gloria, you will not be able to use the or-
gan.

It is Alpine Baptist Church policy that you hire one
of our approved Sound Techs from the list above to
run the sound board during your wedding and/or
reception. For members, please make payment di-
rectly to the Sound Tech. For non-members, the
fee is included in the auditorium use fee and they
will be paid by the church.
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The wedding party is responsible for set up, tear down and clean
up of all parts of the church that are used including changing
rooms & kitchen.

Our custodian is responsible for cleaning of the auditorium, fellow-
ship hall and bathrooms. However, she is not responsible for re-
moval, replacement or tear down of chairs, tables, decorations, or
anything else the wedding party brings or changes. That responsi-
bility lies with the wedding party.

Information on tables and chairs (approx.)

Church has:
15 8’ long tables = 120 people
35 metal folding chairs
17 6’ round tables = 136 people
150 grey chairs

There is a diagram of SS Class set up in the Custodians Closet.

Tables are located in the basement, along-side the fireplace in the
Fellowship Hall, and classrooms.

Chairs are located in the southeast corner of the Fellowship Hall,
the basement and classrooms.

Please appoint someone to be in charge and aware of where
items come from so that they can be returned to their proper
places.

Everything must be put back where is came from for Sunday
morning.
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11.

12.

13.
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eating utensils, napkins, condiments, ice, beverages, paper
products, & disposable items for the reception and rehearsal
dinner. The church does not provide coffee, tea, cream,
sugar, etc.

It is your, or your caterer’s, responsibility to clean the kitchen
completely, including sweeping and mopping the floor

(if needed). All counters, stovetops, warming trays, carts and
sinks must be wiped clean. No dishes or food is to be left on
the counter (ants!) or in the refrigerator or freezer. We ask
that you leave the kitchen in as good as or better condition
than you found it.

Any damage to the building, furnishings or kitchen items must
be reported to the wedding coordinator and cared for by the
wedding party and/or family as soon after the wedding as
possible.

It is the responsibility of the groom and bride to inform all
those involved with wedding, rehearsal and decorating, of
all church policies.

Alpine Baptist Church



The Rehearsal

In order to be good stewards of the bridal party’s time, the pastor, with
the assistance of the wedding coordinator, will conduct the rehearsal.
An efficient and well-run rehearsal gives everyone confidence in his
or her role for the actual ceremony.

If you have asked someone to serve as master or mistress of cere-
monies, we consider it their role to serve as personal attendant to the
bride and groom, and to host the reception. If they need assistance
or are unclear in their role, the wedding coordinator can provide them
with information.

If the pastor, musicians, soloists, sound technician, coordinator or any
other participant and respective spouses are to be included in the
rehearsal dinner, please issue a personal invitation to them. It is not
assumed that they are automatically included in the event. Including
them is strictly optional.

Photography

If your photographer has a backdrop for formal portraits, they may
contact the coordinator as to where to set up. The wedding coordina-
tor will be available to meet the photographer and answer any ques-
tions on the day of the wedding or at the photographer’s request.

Musicians/Vocalists

Please have your musicians contact the coordinator for practice times
at the church. The office is generally open Monday-Friday from 8:30-
2:00 p.m.

The church organ is kept locked. Please contact Gloria DeJonge,
364-0407, if you plan on having an organist who is not from Alpine
Baptist Church so that rehearsal times can be set up and the organ
unlocked the day of the wedding.

Be sure and notify the musicians and vocalist of the rehearsal date
and time.

Please do not move the instruments in the auditorium (with the ex-

ception of the drums, which may be placed in the storage room be-
hind the front of the church.
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6)

7)

perform the wedding ceremony.

Where there has been sexual immorality but the couple has
repented and publicly confessed their sin to the church, I
would perform the ceremony with the condition that they
publicly acknowledge their sin as part of the ceremony, either
through the pastor or by reading a prepared statement. The
purpose is NOT to humiliate or shame the couple, but to
maintain the testimony of Christ and to publicly demonstrate
God’s grace of forgiveness by the church.

In relationship to church showers, I believe that where there
is repentance and public confession of sin to the church,
showers can be given as a means again to reflect God’s grace
and to encourage continued spiritual growth in God’s grace.

The following are personal guidelines that I follow as pastor:

1)

2)

3)
4)

5)

6)

Alpine Baptist Church

I will perform weddings for those who are members of the
church or those who have been attending regularly or have
some kind of association with Alpine. To be married at Al-
pine is to make a statement that the couple embrace our
church’s teaching and fellowship.
I will not perform a wedding for a couple in which one is a
believer in Christ and the other is not a believer (2 Corin-
thians 6:14).
I will not perform a wedding in which one or both persons
have been involved in a divorce, annulment or dissolution.
I will not perform a wedding for a couple who are living to-
gether at the time they request my services. God’s order for
marriage in Genesis 2:24 clearly is 1) to leave one’s family
2) cleave to one’s spouse and 3) become one flesh. Paul ex-
horts clearly that we abstain from all forms of sexual immor-
ality (1 Thess 4:3).
I will require pre-marital counseling sessions before perform-
ing a wedding ceremony. Exceptions may be made in cases
where a partner lives a distance away.
I reserve the right to express at the end of counseling ses-
sions:

e they are adequately prepared for marriage

e they should wait before considering marriage

e they should not consider marriage
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Luke 15:31-32 - The father showed grace and forgiveness to BOTH sons;
he stresses that “IT WAS RIGHT THAT WE SHOULD MAKE MERRY
AND BE GLAD” - to rejoice as a church over a repentant sinner is RIGHT!

The other side of the issue is that of honoring those who have remained
sexually pure and faithful to one another.

Romans 12:9-10 - we are to cling to what is good and abhor what is evil; as
a church we do not wish to ever promote immorality in our attitudes and
actions; at the same time Paul exhorts us to show love and honor to one an-
other and later (12:15) to weep and rejoice with one another. We weep with
those who are broken by sin and rejoice with those who have experienced
God’s grace of forgiveness.

Ephesians 4:32 - here is a clear exhortation to reflect God’s forgiveness

1 Corinthians 5:1-13 - Paul’s emphasis here is for the church to openly
deal with sin and sinners who refuse to repent. To glory in unrepentant sin
is to destroy the testimony of God who is holy. But note that the context is
that of those who are proud of their sin (5:1-2).

Here are some basic principles that provide basic guidelines:

1) The church is to discipline and separate themselves from those
who are living in immorality and refuse to repent.

2) At the same time, when a believer repents from sin and openly
confesses, the church has a responsibility to forgive, restore
and demonstrate God’s grace.

3) A public wedding ceremony is a celebration of marriage be-
fore God and others. It provides the couple an opportunity to
make a commitment of their love and faithfulness to one an-
other before God and witnesses. The church can play an im-
portant role in affirming their marriage and keeping them ac-
countable.

4) When a couple acknowledges that they have maintained sexual
purity in their lives leading up to the wedding, a public state-
ment honoring them for their purity and faithfulness to one
another should be encouraged to be a part of the ceremony.

5) Where there is sexual immorality in the relationship and NO
REPENTANCE or PUBLIC CONFESSION, I would refuse to
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Fees and Honoraria

As you contemplate the various participants in your wedding, one
area that is often forgotten or faced with confusion is what to pay
those who participate. It is generally uncomfortable for those partici-
pating in the wedding to request a fee and, if so, how much it should
be. Itis our desire to make this area as non-threatening as possible.
To help give you some point of reference in this matter, you will find
below an indication of wedding fees that are at least a starting point
for recommended remuneration. If you wish to give them less, more
or a small gift or gift certificate in addition, that is up to you.

e Minister: $100.00 (Premarital Counseling and Officiating)

e Minister: $50.00 (Officiating only)

e Organist: $50.00-$75.00

e Pianist: $50.00-$75.00

e Each musician and vocalist: $25.00-$50.00 (some musicians
may have set fees)

e Sound and Video Technician: $35.00-$75.00 (included in fee for
non-members)

¢ Wedding Coordinator: $25.00-$100.00 (if you want her services
all day the day of wedding); $10.00-$15.00 (if she is only helping
with rehearsal).

Flowers and Decorations

In order to maintain and protect the beauty of our sanctuary, furniture
and floors must be fully protected from candle wax. Plastic must be
placed on the floor under candelabras. Any damage to the building
or furnishings is to be reported to the coordinator and cared for by the
wedding party and/or family as soon as possible.

The earliest the church will be available for decorating is the Thursday
morning before the wedding. Please contact the coordinator as to
days and times you will need access to the church and fellowship
hall.

Only the rooms reserved for the wedding are to be used. There are a
limited number of electrical outlets in the rooms. Please be aware of
this if you plan to bring irons or hair care products.

No nails, screws, tacks, glue or adhesives of any kind may be used to
fasten decorations to the furniture, walls or pew ends. Please keep
food and beverages out of the auditorium.
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The Wedding Coordinator
The coordinator is available to answer questions, give advice and
help wherever needed. There is no set fee for her services.

For Alpine Baptist Church members being married by Pastor Comp-

ton or Pastor Florida she will...

1. be available, in the church, all day on the wedding date.

2. be prepared with a “wedding kit” that contains: scissors, scotch
tape, antacids, band-aids, Tylenol, needle and thread, extra black
and white socks, safety pins, extra pantyhose, extra buttons,
masking tape and other various items to assist in those times of
mini-crises.

3. unlock the doors for decorating, rehearsal and wedding.

4. meet, greet and direct the photographer, caterers and any others
you request.

5. help pin flowers on people.

6. direct people during rehearsal, wedding and reception.

7. be available to answer questions during normal office hours, 784-
1331 and the entire day of wedding.

8. coordinate and direct the bridal party during the wedding.

9. be available to help the wedding party with anything else they
may need.

Please let her know your needs.

For non-members she will...

1. be available to answer questions during normal office hours, 784-
1331.

2. unlock the doors for decorating, rehearsal and wedding.

3. be available as above, for members, if you would like to hire her
services. Her fee is $75.00.
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The following is merely a list of principles that provide guidelines for wed-
dings and showers.

The purpose is to put together a policy in which our church reflects the
grace of God in forgiveness while at the same time honors sexual purity
and faithfulness. Luke 15 does give us some insight into God’s grace of
forgiveness and a warning against Phariseeism.

Luke 15:1-2 - the parable in verses 11-32 illustrates the two types of sin-
ners here; it is a parable of TWO PRODIGAL SONS:
e the younger son illustrates the tax collectors and sinners
e the older son illustrates the sinful legalistic attitude of the
Pharisees and scribes

The parable illustrates how God responds to sinners who come to Him with
repentance; He HURTS for the lost and REJOICES when they are found!
If we claim to really know God, then we will respond to sinners the way
He responds.

Luke 15:20 - note that the father RAN to meet his son; in oriental culture,
no man would run publicly with his flowing robes; it was deemed undigni-
fied. He showed humility in offering grace and forgiveness to his son be-
fore the residents of the village.

Luke 15:21 - note the attitude of the son; he was repentant and did not de-
mand forgiveness, but was concerned merely in showing his remorse for
sin and its affect on the father.

Luke 15:22 - the father’s forgiveness was visible to the village; he was
restored as a SON and not as a servant.

Luke 15:23-24 - note this was a public celebration; to kill a large calf in-
stead of a sheep or goat implies that the celebration was large enough for
the entire village to attend.

Luke 15:25-28 - we do not want to reflect the attitude of the older son; he

reflected the attitude of the Pharisees towards sinners and not the attitude
of God.
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Wedding of:

Please fill out and return to the church as soon as possible. Put an
“X” through any that you are not using or that do not apply to you.

Caterer:
1. Who is your caterer?

2. What is the phone number of your caterer?

3.  What time will they be arriving for set-up?

Florist:
1.  Who is your florist?

2. What is the phone number of your florist?

3.  What time will they be arriving to drop off flowers?

Reception:
1. How many are you expecting?

2. Where will the gift table be located?

1.  Who is making your cake?

2. What is the phone number of your baker?

3. What time will the cake be arriving?

Photographer:
1. Who is your photographer?

2.  What is the phone number of your photographer?

3.  What time will your photographer be arriving?

Sound Tech (ABC requires that you hire one of our Sound Techs):
1. Who is your Sound Tech?

2.  What is the phone number of your Sound Tech?

PowerPoint Tech:
1. Who is your PP Tech?

2.  What is the phone number of your PP Tech?
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